[bookmark: _Hlk189564022]Build Your Own Habitat Home! 
(Take home or at field station)
Objective: This activity allows kids to explore the importance of habitats in nature by creating their own animal homes using materials found in nature. Whether at home, in a park, or at the Winter Wildlife Field Day station, participants will get to design and build their own habitats using natural items like sticks, leaves, rocks, and other found objects. This activity encourages creativity, problem-solving, and an understanding of how animals adapt to different environments.
Materials:
· Sticks, twigs, leaves, rocks, grasses, and other natural materials found outside
· String or twine (optional)
· Paper and pencil (optional for sketching ideas)

Instructions:
1. Choose Your Animal: Take a look at your outdoor surrounding environment. Think about the animals that live in that habitat—what kind of shelter do they need? For example, birds need nests, squirrels need dens, and insects like damp environments in leaves or rocks. Now think of an animal you would like to build a home for. You can look at animal cards for ideas on building a habitat for a specific animal or you can also be creative and make up your own animal! 

2. Gather Materials: Go outside to your backyard, park, or at the field station to find natural materials. Look for sticks, leaves, moss, rocks, and other objects that could be useful in building your habitat. Think about how animals might use these materials to stay safe, warm, or hidden.

3. Build the Habitat: Start by creating a foundation with your largest materials, like sticks or rocks. Build up your habitat with smaller items, such as leaves or grass. What might make your habitat more realistic? Adding tunnels, nests, or water sources? 

4. Add Special Touches: Once the structure is ready, think about how you can make your habitat more inviting for the animals that would live there. Would you add a cozy leaf pile for a rabbit? A rock pile for insects? Or a twig roof for a bird?

5. Reflect: Once your habitat is complete, step back and think about how your animal might use this space? What makes it safe and comfortable? Discuss how the design of your habitat can help animals stay protected from the elements, find food, and stay hidden from predators.

6. Return materials: Remember that these materials could be used for animals to build their real homes. Please only put natural items back into the environment and return any non-natural material used to an appropriate disposal area. Or better yet, save them for later projects to reuse!   

Ideas following this activity:
· Take a walk in your neighborhood, park, or field station area and observe real animal habitats. How are they similar or different to the one you built?
· Create a "habitat journal" where you can sketch your designs, write about the animals that would live there, and note the materials used.

Key Learning Points:
· Every animal has a unique habitat that helps it survive.
· Habitats provide food, shelter, and safety.
· Natural materials are often the building blocks of animal homes.

